
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mark Poepsel        

Department: Mass Communications       Phone Number: (618) 650-2237 

E-mail Address: mpoepse@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?            MC 499 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours?     3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: SIUE Main Campus  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   The student will work directly with Dr. Poepsel to design and carry out a study using Google Glass as an 

information gathering tool.      

   The previous studies have focused on using the technology to interview people and to record video. We have 

studied how people react to the technology when compared to other video recording devices, and we have used 

Google Glass as a first-person video camera to gather information for short narratives that will inform a pedagogy 

paper by Dr. Poepsel.  

   The next step is to put Glass in the hands of Mass Communications students in an experimental setting to see what 

information gathering functions (perhaps video and audio recording) they feel comfortable using it for and what 

functions are less appropriate (perhaps research, phone calling or video calling). I'm designing an experiment where 

students in one condition would use smartphones and in the other condition would use Google Glass to perform a set 

of functions. They would be post-tested to gauge the utility of the technology for the (common) information 

gathering functions, and this would be published in a Mass Communications journal perhaps dealing with pedagogy 

or media literacy.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student will help carry out the experiment. S/he will help recruit student participants, will demonstrate to 

students in either condition how to go through the experimental steps. The student assistant will make sure that we 

are balancing our two test conditions and will help with data analysis. S/he will be included as a second author on 

the paper that results from this study.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will have learned basic academic information gathering during the initial phase of the study. S/he will 

learn basic experimental design, running subjects and basic data analysis techniques. I expect to run basic statistical 

analysis of post-test data including t-tests and possibly regression analysis to see if certain responses correlate. 
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Students will be introduced to these data analysis measures, but the main activities will be to help design the study 

and to run subjects.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The schedule will be flexible, but eight hours to perhaps 10 hours per week will be needed during the data gathering 

period. I expect to run at least 80 subjects (giving just 40 per condition).  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Research will be done in Dunham Hall at SIUE 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students must be highly communicative and be reachable by email at least once per day.  

 

 


